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GOD THE SUPREME COUNSELLOR
One fasts for health's sake under laws governing
health, fasts as a penance for a wrong done and felt
as such. In these fasts, the fasting one need not believe
in ahimsa. There is, however, a fast which a votary
of non-violence sometimes feels impelled to undertake
by way of protest against some wrong done by society
and this he does when he as a votary of ahimsa has no
other remedy left. Such an occasion has come my way.
When on September 9th I returned to Delhi from
Calcutta, it was to proceed to the West Punjab. But
that was not to be. Gay Delhi looked a city of the dead.
As I alighted from the train I observed gloom on every
face I saw. Even the Sardar, whom humour and the
joy that humour gives never desert, was no exception
this time. The cause of it I did not know. He was on the
platform to receive me. He lost no time in giving me the
sad news of the disturbances that had taken place in the
Metropolis of the Union. At once I saw that I had to be
in Delhi and cdo or die5. There is apparent calm brought
about by prompt military and police action. But there is
storm within the breast. It may burst forth any day.
This I count as no fulfilment of the vow to 'do5 which
alone can keep me from death, the incomparable friend.
I yearn for heart friendship between the Hindus, Sikhs
and Muslims. It subsisted between them the other day.
Today it is non-existent. It is a state that no Indian
patriot worthy of the name can contemplate with equa-
nimity. Though the Voice within has been beckoning
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